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Re-registration 2023 

Welcome to this re-registration newsletter for 2023.  The participation year will run from 

April 2023 until the end of March 2024.  We need to confirm your requirements for UK 

NEQAS services in the coming year and confirm your contact details.  As in previous years, 

we will email your laboratory’s main contact with a link to the re-registration information, 

including our distribution schedules and price lists for the year.  Re-registration is online 

only, and the email will contain details of how to log-in.  The re-registration website will 

open on February 15th for individual participants and close approximately three weeks later, 

on March 10th.  Participants who register through a central agent or distributor do not need 

to complete a re-registration entry, as this will be confirmed by your agent.  If you have any 

questions or concerns, contact our Administration team on +44 (0)1923 587111. 

Dr Adrian Stephens MB BS, MD, FRCPath 

We were saddened to hear of the recent death of Dr Adrian Stephens.  Dr Stephens was a 

member of the UK NEQAS Steering Committee and the Scientific Advisory Group on 

Haemoglobinopathies for many years.  His extensive experience in both clinical and 

laboratory haematology in the red cell disorders made his advice and support for the 

Scheme invaluable.  We offer our condolences to his family, friends and colleagues. 

Staff changes 

We welcomed Bianca Olivier as a senior scientist in January 2022, to work alongside Joana 

Loureiro and Sheetal Karunanandarajah.  Andrea Teuchert is on maternity leave, following 

the (early) arrival of baby Ava at the end of October.  Andrea’s morphology lead scientist 

work is being covered by other team members while she is away.  Nikki Emodi left at the 

end of January 2023 after an impressive 12 years, and we wish her well for the future.  

Mathew Thomas left our packing team and we welcomed Ati Fashola to replace him.  Asha 

David left the Admin team and Klaudia Csokona has been upgraded to work alongside Lisa 

Watkins-Price.  We have been supported with additional admin temporary help from Claire, 

while we recruit an additional admin assistant.  We welcome our new colleagues and thank 

the team members they have replaced for their support and hard work. 

Automated Counting programmes 

We continue with the development of the changes reported last year.  NRBC counting has 

been rolled out on a pilot basis as an additional parameter in the ADLC programme and has 

now accumulated sufficient data for a full review and plans for the next steps.  A point of 

care haematology programme for new, cartridge-based instruments is in development and 
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we will keep participants and service providers informed of the progress.  Three trials of 

alternative, whole blood material for Alifax ESR instrument have been completed.  The data 

from these trials correlates with that found by other EQA providers but will need reviewing 

with participants, as the programme design and performance outcomes are different from 

the current latex suspension survey material. Selected participants have assisted us with 

the development of our Reticulocyte Haemoglobin Concentration pilot programme, the 

results of which have been encouraging and were published last year in the International 

Journal of Laboratory Haematology.  We at last stopped sending paper reports for the 

Infectious Mononucleosis Screening programme, with the completion of the transfer of the 

programme to our in-house results and reports platform. 

Morphology programmes 

 

Performance scoring has been introduced to the Blood Films for Morphology programme 

from late 2022. A field notice has been distributed with each survey, explaining the 

changes, and you should contact us if you don’t have a copy. There are two performance 

criteria: your performance against the consensus of comments returned by other 

participants and whether you identified the two ‘expert flags’ identified by our expert 

commentary panel. Further clarification of the graphical representation of the scores will be 

added to the report in the near future. 

We continue to collect data from differential counting by automated cell identification 

systems, such as those marketed by CellaVision, in the Blood Films for Manual Differential 

Counting programme. If you are interested in learning more or taking part, please contact 

haem@ukneqas.org.uk.  We also urge those who are registered to return data! 

mailto:haem@ukneqas.org.uk
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A further distribution of a virtual slide for assessment of bone 

marrow haemosiderin has been made and this will be the way 

forward for this programme, alternating with a non-bone 

marrow glass slide for the assessment of iron staining 

technique.  Last year we distributed a peripheral blood smear 

with Pappenheimer bodies.  The returns from some 

participants suggested that them may have considered the slide an aparticulate or 

haemodiluted bone marrow and we advise you to read the instructions accompanying the 

case thoroughly.  We are aware that the email communications received from the EQATE 

platform for the virtual haemosiderin cases are confusing and are seeking a procedure for 

managing these better for participants.  Your patience is much appreciated. 

The Case Interpretation module for medical and advanced practitioners is close to ready for 

testing with a wider group of participants. The cases will include the interpretation of 

morphology and other laboratory results and will be suitable for practitioners who are 

responsible for reporting haematology results. 

Digital morphology 

The Digital Morphology for CPD programme has over 4,000 individual registrations and 

offers 6 cases per year.  We thank Dr John Burthem and Dr Michelle Brereton for their 

support of this programme.  Work on the cell identification module continues.  

Special Haematology programmes 

The scoring algorithm for Hb S% was amended in 2022, with the aim of identifying those 

participants who are persistently (i.e., for 4 out of 6 consecutive results) more that 3% of 

Hb S% from the target value. We will review the impact of this change with the Special 

Scientific Advisory Group in June 2023. 

Scoring for interpretive comments returned in the Abnormal Haemoglobins programme has 

been tested with a selected group of volunteer laboratories and the outcomes of the first 

trial were positive. A further trial with a wider group of laboratories is in hand.  

Steering Committee and Scientific Advisory Group changes 

Dr Megan Sutherland, Kinal Amin, Claire Haran, Chris Robson and Sallyann Ridsdale joined 

us as advisors in 2022 and we have a number of other applications currently under review.  

Thank you to all who have expressed an interest in this work recently; we have your 

applications under review. 
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Dr John Old, David Hawden, Alun Roderick and Graham Bellamy retired as advisors during 

the year. We thank them for their support and work and wish them well for the future. 

Morphology champions 

We could not operate without the Morphology Champions, who supply specimens for the 

Blood Films for Morphology programme.  The star players this year have been the 

Haematology Departments at the Queen Elizabeth Hospital in Woolwich, Kingston NHS 

Trust, Torbay Hospital and Royal Stoke University Hospital.  We are interested in any cases 

that offer educational interest in blood film morphology.  These do not have to be rare 

conditions and cases that are seen regularly in the lab are always needed. Contact 

haem@ukneqas.org.uk if you would like to know more. Like everything else, the rewards 

are small but you will be contributing to the service and we send chocolates! 

Annual meeting and webinars 

At last! We managed an in-person Participants’ Meeting 

in Liverpool in 2022. The meeting was one of best 

attended both in terms of participants and exhibitors and 

feedback was generally excellent.  We are off to York 

Racecourse on October 10th 2023 and look forward to 

welcoming you there. The programme for the meeting 

will be based on the theme, “From the Shop Floor”. 

A successful and well-attended webinar was held for participants in the DNA 

Haemoglobinopathies programme in November. Webinars are planned for June and 

November 2023 and the topics will be announced on www.ukneqash.org. 

ISO17043 accreditation 

The UK NEQAS Haematology and Transfusion scope of accreditation is available for review 

at https://www.ukas.com/ under centre number 7805.   

 

Phone: +44 (0)1923 587111   Web: www.ukneqash.org 

Email:  ghadmin@ukneqas.org.uk (Administration team) 

haem@ukneqas.org.uk (Scientific team) 
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